
Change to Learner’s Licensing 

March 18, 2020 

Sun West School Division has learned that SGI is changing the way novice 

drivers acquire a learner’s licence. Please note the following information from SGI. 

Effective immediately, a 15-year-old student may now receive a learner’s licence as soon as they 

are enrolled in a current or future High School Driver Education Program as the learner stage is 

one of the safest stages for new drivers, because they are under the guidance of an experienced 

supervising driver. With this change, learners have the opportunity to get more supervised 

practice time behind the wheel – 12 months rather than nine months. Practice is essential for 

developing a safe driver and ensuring the learner is prepared for their road test. Previously, a 

15-year-old would have to wait until they were actively taking their High School Driver 

Education Program to be eligible for a learner’s licence. .Due to course scheduling and the 

demand for driver training, there were times when students couldn’t get into a class until well 

into their 15th year, meaning they couldn’t get their driver’s licence until well into their 16th 

year. Now, they only need to be enrolled in the program to be eligible for a learner’s licence. 

Once enrolled, they may immediately visit an SGI testing office to write the learner’s test and 

validate a learner’s licence at their own cost ($25). Students will still have to complete the full 

driver education course (30 hours in class and 6 hours in car) before becoming eligible to take 

their road test once they turn 16. This change simply allows 15-year-old drivers a chance to 

begin accumulating supervised driving experience without delay. Should the 15-year-old learner 

become unenrolled in the class, then their learner’s licence is cancelled. Please see the attached 

Q & A for quick reference along with a form that is required from the school. 


